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To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Ilminster  Urban 

District. 


Gentlemen, 


I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1950. 

I commenced  duties  with  you  in  May  and  was  appointed  your 
Meaical  Officer  of  Health  in  July*  During  my  short  time  with  you 
I have  endeavoured  to  get  to  know  Ilminster  thoroughly  so  that  I 
may  be  better  able  to  advise  you  on  your  future  policy  concerning 
public  health. 


You  will  see  that  I have  altered  the  form  of  this  Annual 
Report  and  have  kept  tables  and  Statistics  apart  in  the  hope  that 
it  will  be  more  readable  and  will  have  a wider  appeal. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

A. M. McCALL, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ILMINSTER  1950 
SECTION  A. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


The  K. G.  gives  the  estimated  population  of  Ilminster  for  the  mid- 
year 1950  as  2651. 

Birth  Rate.  The  Birth  Rate  for  the  Year  was  15*4  per  1000.  This 

compares  unfavourably  with  19*2  for  1949,  but  approximates  that 
of  15*8  for  England  and  Wales  for  1956.  Details  are  shown  in 
Appendix  A Table  1. 

Death  Rate.  The  Death  Rate  was  10,9  per  1000.  Full  details  are  shown 
in  Appendix  A Table  2,  It  will  be  seen  that  out  of  a total  of 
29  deaths  17  were  due  to  diseases  of  the  heart  or  blood  vessels. 
Cancer  was  the  next  most  killing  disease.  There  were  no  deaths 
from  pneumonia,  a disease  which  had  a high  mortality  rate  before 
the  discovery  of  penicillin  and  the  sulphonamide  group  of  drugs. 

Infant  and  Maternal  Mortality . Happily  no  deaths  occurred  in  either 
of  these  groups  during  the  year. 

Social  Conditions.  Your  social  services  remained  unchanged  during  the 
year.  Unemployment  remained  at  a low  level. 


SECTION  B. 


General  conditions  of  Health  Services  of  the  Area. 


The  majority  of  the  services  are  the  responsibility  of  the  County 
Council.  They  have  been  administered  smoothly  and  efficiently 
during  the  year. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics.  These  arc  held  every  week  at  the  Methodist 
Hall.  Di\  Eames  attends  and  sees  all  new  babies,  and  any  the 
nurses  or  mothers  are  anxious  about.  No  treatment  is  given  but 
in  cases  where  it  is  indicated  the  child  is  referred  to  the  family 
doctor  usually  by  letter.  The  willing  co-operation  of  the 
General  Practitioners  of  Ilminster  has  greatly  enhanced  the  value 
of  this  Service.  I am  indebted  to  Mrs.  Hosegood  and  her 
Committee  for  the  organisation  of  the  Clinic.  Details  of  attend- 
ance will  be  shown  in  Appendix  B.  Table  1. 

Immuni sation.  Innoculation  against  Diphtheria  is  carried  out  in  the 
Clinic, "the  schools  and  also  by  General  Practitioners.  During 
the  year  owing  to  the  presence  of  Infantile  Paralysis  from  July 
to  December  this  work  was  suspended. 

Vaccination.  When  the  National  Health  Act  altered  the  law  and 

vaccination  ceased  to  be  obligatory  there  was  a considerable 
decrease  in  the  number  being  vaccinated  each  year.  The  number 
being  done  in  Ilminster  was  not  satisfactory  during  1950* 

Present  day  methods  of  transport  enable  people  incubating  Small 
Pox  to  arrive  in  this  country  and  disperse  before  the  symptoms 
develop.  The  increasing  proportion  of  unvaccinated  persons  are 
very  liable  to  become  infected  if  they  come  in  contact  with  the 
disease.  A serious  outbreak  occurred  in  the  South  of  England 
during  the  Year  in  just  this  way. 

■ *■  '.1th  Visiting.  Mrs.  Pitt  does  the  Health  Visiting  in  Ilminster  and 
her  efforts  have  been  a considerable  factor  in  improving  the 
attendances  at  the  clinics.  She  also  1 folloitfs-up’  defects  found 
in  children  at  the  school  medical  inspections  at  which  she  attends 
with  the  doctor. 

Maternity  Services.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  District  Nurse. 

When  needed  she  consults  the  patient’s  private  practitioner.  If 
hospitalization  if  necessary  the  mothers  are  sent  to  Taunton. 
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School  Medical  Service.  This  service  is  organised  by  the  County 

Education  Committee.  I as  their  representative  have  inspected 
all  the  schools  twice  during  the  year.  Details  of  the  inspection 
will  be  found  in  Appendix  B Table  2. 

I have  repeatedly  reported  on  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the 
Secondary  Modern  School  and  have  had  definite  assurance  that  the 
work  or  repair  and  redecoration  is  included  in  the  estimates  for 
the  coming  year. 

School  Dental  Service.  I regret  there  has  been  no  improvement  in  the 
situation  during  the  year.  Ilminster  is  still  without  a School 
Dental  Inspector. 

Ophthalmic  Services.  The  examination  and  where  necessary  the  prescribed 
treatment  has  been  carried  out  efficiently.  The  supply  of 
spectacles  Improved  during  the  year. 


SECTION  C. 


Prevr,] _en c e of,  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases  and  Other  Diseases. 
A summary  of  not If i ca t i o ns  will  bo  found  in  Appendix  C Table  21 
One  case  of  Infantile  Paralysis  occurred,  but  I am  pleased  to  say 
made  a good  recovery. 

SECTION  D, 


(a)  Sanitary  Circumstances. 


Climatic  Conditions.  The  year  was  extremely  wet  and  the  rainfall  higher 
than  for  many  years. 

Nat er  Supply.  The  supply  was  satisfactory  in  quality  and  in  quantity 

except  during  one  short  period  when  restrictions  had  to  be  imposed. 
The  water  was  chlorinated  throughout  the  year. 

Details  of  analyses  can  be  seen  in  Appendix  D.  Table  1. 

Drainage  and  Sewage.  There  were  no  extensions  or  improvements  to  the 
system  during  the  year.  The  present  method  of  disposal  is  not 
satisfactory  and  a scheme  for  the  proper  disposal  of  the  town*s 
sewage  should  be  prepared. 

Rat  and  Mice  Destruction.  Regular  survey  and  treatment  was  carried  out 
during  the  year.*" 

Public  Cleansing*  This  was  carried  out  weekly  throughout  the  year. 


(b)  Housing 

Appendix  D Table  2 (a)  Shows  the  progress  made  during  the 
year.  Reference  to  Table  2 (b)  will  show  that  there  is  still 
a long  way  to  go  before  the  housing  need  in  Ilminster  is  satisfied. 


(c)  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


• apply ^ All  retailers  were  registered  and  where  necessary 
improvements  requested  before  licences  were  granted. 

The  supply  of  milk  to  the  schools  was  not  altogether  satisfactory 
but  there  was  some  improvement  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

hoMo,  There  is  no  slaughter  house  In  Ilminster  but  attention  was  paid 
the  conveying  of  meat  in  the  town.  This  was  quite  satisfactory. 


Factories  and  Workshops*  These  were  Inspected  regularly. 

x The  Council  co-operated  in  the  National  Clean  Food  Campaign  and 
Films  were  shown  and  a discussion  held  in  the  town.  Support  was 
meagre.  The  Council  adopted  Model  Bye-laws  which  control  the 
handling,  wrapping  etc,  of  food. 


APPEND  TIC  A TABLE  1. 


Ilminster  Urban,  I95O, 


BIRTHS  RATE 

M 

F 

Live  Births. 

Total.  19 

22 

Legitimate. 19 

21 

Illegitimate. 

1 

Still  Births. 

Total.  Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Legitimate. 

under  1 year. 

Illegitimate. 

Total.  Nil 

Nil 

APPENDIX 

A TABLE  2. 

Death  Rate  10 

•9  per  1000 

TABLE  OF  DEATHS. 

To  tal 

M 

Causes  of  Death, 
Cancer. 

9 

3 

Heart  Disease, 

7 

4 

Intra  cranial  vascular 

lesions.  10 

3 

Bronchi tie. 

2 

2 

Accidnets. 

1 

1 

APPENDIX  B TABLE  1. 


Total  No.  of  Attendances. 


Mothers.  1180 
Children  1-5  yearso  89O 
Infants  under  1 year,  634 
Total  number  of  consultations  with 

Doctor.  153 


appendix  b table  2. 


SCHOOLS.  No, 

Ilminster  Infants, 
tt  11 

Ilminster  Junior  Boys. 

» n n 

Ilminster  Junior  Girls, 

11  f!  11 

Ilminster  Secondary  Modern 
n H n 


of  Children 

32 

38 

24 
49 

33 

25 

ll 


Examined. 


Ilminster  Boys  C-rammar. 
i*  Vi  ii 


36 

19 

Total  401 


No.  Immunised. 
20 

1 

10 

72 

4 


Total  107 


APPENDIX  C TABLE  1 


Infectious  Diseases, 


37 

TREATED  AFTER  GOING  INTO  SUPPLY 

CHEMICAL 


Measles 

Whooping  Cough, 

Scarlet  Fever, 

Puerperal  Pyrexia, 
Pneumonia. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Chicken  Pox. 

Food  Poisoning, 

Tuberculo  sis. 

RAW  WATER 

BACTERIOLOGICAL 

Satis-  Unsatis- 
factory. factory. 

1 2 


10, 

5° 

5. 

l. 

h 

20 

5. 

5* 

.APPENDIX  D 

CHEMICAL 

Satis-  Unsatis- 
factory. factory. 


Total 

TABLE  1. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL 

Satis-  Unsatis- 
factory .factory 

8 


Satis-  Unsatis- 
factory, factory 


APPENDIX  D TABLE  2 (a) 


Houses  erected  Houses  in  course  Conversion  Temporary 


during 

year 

Perm 

Temp. 

Local  Authority. 

12c 

Private  Enterprise. 

3* 

TOTALS. 

15. 

of  erection  to  flats  or  such  as 

dwellings*  Army  Huts 
etc. 

Perm.  Temp.  Perm.  Temp. 

1. 

1. 


APPENDIX  D TABLE  2 (b) 


Hou 

No. 

ses  occupied  that  have  been  condemned  as 
of  Houses  found  overcrowded. 

totally  unfit 

4. 

17. 

Houses  required:- 

(a) 

to  replace  those  unfit. 

165. 

(b) 

to  abate  overcrowding. 

ro 

0 

. 

(c) 

where  conditions  are  unsatisfactory,  e. 
living  in  same  house,  but  not  included 

g.  , 2 families 
in  (a)  or  (b) 

20. 

. 


. 

. 
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APPENDIX  C. 


TABLE  2 


Analysis  of  cases  notified. 


Age  Groups*, 


- . • and 

-i  1-2  2-3  3-4  4-5  5-10  10-15  15-20  20-35  35-45  45-^5  65  over 

Measles.  2 2 1 1 1 


Whooping 

Cough.  1 1 21 

Scarlet 

Fever.  1 13 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

Pneumonia.  1 12 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis.  1 


Chicken  Pox.  2 

Food 

Poisoning. 

Tuberculo  sis. 

New  Cases. 

Age  Group.  Respiratory  Non-Resplratory. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


not  known. 

5 


Deaths. 

Respiratory  Non-Resplratory. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


-1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 


over 

TOTAL, 


65  and 


1. 


1. 


p 


2.  Nil.  Nil.  Nil.  Nil.  Nil.  Nil. 


